
 Most Festive: “Willy Wonka 
and the Christmas Candy 
Factory” by Kristin Shapiro, 
Adult Div. 
Most Realistic: “Mammoth 
Mountain Hideaway” by 
Tom Schemenauer, Adult 
Div. Tom also won both cash 
Prizes of $50 each for Peo-
ple’s Choice, with over 124 
votes, and the Docents’ 
Award. 
Public viewing ran Dec 4th 
through Dec. 19th. Hopefully 
their creations inspired you 
to create an edible abode of 
your own this season. Happy 
holidays! If you’d like to be a 
part in planning next year’s 
holiday events, please come 
to the first meeting on Janu-
ary 7 at 10:00.  Everyone is 
invited.  Bring your ideas!  

The Friends of Heritage 
Square are proud to present 
the 2010 Gingerbread House 
Contest Winners!  There 
were 10 entries this year 
from around the commu-
nity, all with amazing de-
signs. Though the competi-
tion was tight, there were 
some impressive master-
pieces. The winners were: 
Special Award:  
 Eloise Galbraith-Albutt, 
Child Div.  
 “Santa’s Workshop” by Ri-
ley Behrens, Child Dev. 
Honorable Mention: “Santa 
in the 805” by Juan Agustin, 
Teen Div. 
 
 

Most Original: “Winter Va-
cation” by Trixie Rodgers 
and Ashley Horsfall, Teen 
Div. 

Happy 2011!  Thank You to 
everyone who helped with our 
Christmas activities.  Our Holi-
day events were all a great 
success this year.   Over 90 
people attended the Taste of 
the Season.  One lady came 
back with friends to take an-
other tour because she was so 
impressed with the decora-
tions.  We could not believe 
that almost 200 people came 
out in the rain to take tours. 

Docents who got their skirts 
drenched in the rain deserve a 
special Thank You.  I want to 
thank the students from Hue-
neme High School who helped 
us decorate. Their time contrib-
uted to our success.  I was 
surprised at how many people 
came to Heritage Square to 
see the Gingerbread Houses.  
We already have a list of peo-
ple who want to be involved 
next year.   

We are gearing up for Heri-
tage Square’s 20th Anniver-
sary in 2011.  If you wish to 
help plan our activities call the 
office, 483-7960.  We need 
suggestions for activities.  We 
also need help on various 
other committees, like Victo-
rian Christmas 2011, New 
Docent Training and County 
Fair Display. 

            Kay 

Triple winner: The largest 

house above, "Mammoth 

Mountain Hideaway" by Tom 

Schemenauer won the  

Docents Award, People’s 

Choice and Most Realistic 

Awards. 

S e c o n d  A n n u a l  G i n g e r b r e a d  

c o n t e s t  a  T a s t y  S u c c e s s  

B y  H e a t h e r  B e h r e n s ,  C o o r d i n a t o r  

A huge Thank You 
goes out to our 
2010 Holiday 

Sponsors: 
 

Rabobank 
US Foods 
La Dolce Vita  
Rancho Ventavo 
Cellars 
Herzog  
Barkley Insurance 
Oxnard Down-
towners 
Fresh & Fabulous 
The Kitchen 
 A Little Piece of 
Heaven 
Trader Joes 
Albertsons  
Costco. 

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 

Friday, Jan 7, 10AM 
Holiday Committee 
Meeting. All invited. 
 
Sat, Jan 8 ,10-4 
Undecorating 
 
Tuesday, Jan 11 
Meeting & Costume 
exchange 
 
Saturday, Jan 22, 
Trip to Dickens 
Festival 
 
Sun, Jan 23,  
Chamber Music  
concert—HS Hall 



We were delighted to have so 
much help decorating for the 
holidays this year.  Among our 
regular volunteers and do-
cents were several new faces 
who brought their creativity 
and talent with them. Roberta 
Fronteras, who found the 
Square through RSVP, deco-
rated the Perkins Parlor. 
Nancy Casca , friend of Paula 
Bass, decorated the Hartveld 
House with many of her own 
decorations. Delilah Garcia 
contributed the International 
Gingerbread Kids around the 
main Tree. 

 Docent Consuelo Macias, 

who is a student at Hue-

neme High recruited her 

classmates from her AVID 

(Advancement Via Individ-

ual Determination) class.  

On Saturdays during No-

vember, the Square was 

alive with helpful and enthu-

siastic teens who gave up 

their weekend time to come 

to the Square and decorate.  

Consuelo says, “During our 

AVID club meeting this 

month. When I mentioned 

that the un-decorating  of 

the Square was going to be 

the 8th of January they 

signed up right away. The 

helpers are excited to go 

back and they will probably 

bring more of their friends 

with them.”   Good work, 

Consuelo and Thank you to 

everyone who helped deco-

rate! 

coach that carried the Grand 
Marshal during the parade. 
One like this might  have gone 
through Oxnard in the early 
days of our history. Adeline 
and Lorelei Narula can be 
seen hugging their Victorian 
dolls as they pose for the pic-
ture. 
As the parade passed the 
bandstands, holiday events at 
the Square were announced.  

On December 4, 2010, the 
annual parade in downtown 
Oxnard provided another op-
portunity for the Friends of 
Heritage Square to demon-
strate a slice of Victorian life.  
Raj Narula and family, and 
junior docents Consuelo and 
Maria Macias, posed in Victo-
rian attire, in front of  an official 
replica of a Wells Fargo stage-

given a tour of international 

holiday customs along with 

a 5 course dinner.  Each 

course was supplied by a 

local restaurant and paired 

with different wines.  Par-

ticipating restaurants  and 

wineries were La Dolce Vita, 

Fresh and Fabulous Café, 

The Kitchen and A Little 

Piece of Heaven Bakery, as 

well as Rancho Ventavo and 

Herzog Wineries.   

Last year , the Christmas 

committee introduced 

something different for the 

holiday season at Heritage 

Square, called “A Taste of 

the Season”.  This year’s 

second annual Taste of the 

Season was held on Decem-

ber 9  and was well at-

tended by  92 guests with 

15 volunteers.   

Guests were guided through 

5 decorated homes and 

M A N Y  T H A N K S  T O  N E W  F A C E S   

A T  T H E  S Q U A R E  

F O H S  O N  P A R A D E !  

P a g e  2  

A n  e l e g a n t  e v e n t  a t  t h e  s q u a r e  

“We participated 
in the 
progressive 
dinner and tour 
last night and 
enjoyed it very 
much.  Our 
docent, Paula, 
was excellent as 
well as all of the 
people who made 
this event very 
memorable for 
me. It made me 
feel very happy 
and special. 
Thanks to all.” 

Kathleen Gates 

HELP NEEDED! 

UNDECORATING THE SQUARE STARTS ON JANUARY 8,  

10-4 CALL HEATHER IF YOU CAN COME AND HELP. 

H e r i t a g e  S q u a r e  G a z e t t e  

Paula Bass leads a tour as they get ready 

to enter the Scarlett House for their 

appetizer course from La Dolce Vita, 

paired with Rancho Ventavo wine. 



vendors, educational workshops 

and a VICTORIAN FASHION 
SHOW at 12:00 P.M.  
 The van will be leaving Heritage 
Square no later than 7:30 A.M. 
because it is a 2 hour drive and 
we would like to make the best 
or our time 
since there is 
much to do and 
see.  

The price is 45.00 in advance to 
cover the cost of a van, gas and 
fashion show. There are many 
inexpensive places to eat in the 
surrounding area or you can buy 
food at the London market 
place. Join us in costume or 
come as you are.  You can find 
more information at  
www. dickensfest.com.  If you 
are interested in going contact 

Heather. 483-7960 

“telephone gal” calling to remind 
people of scheduled tours. She has 
planned several field trips for us and 
is always ready to step in and give a 
tour when needed.  Kay puts in 
many hours as our President  and 
whatever else comes up .She is 
taking the helm again for 2011. Her 
dedication is much appreciated! 
The FOHS Board has agreed to 
serve for another year: Presi-
dent:  Kay, V President: Paula 
Bass,Secretary: Flora  Bea Stratas, 
Treasurer: Sue Dirrim, Parliamentar-

The FOHS Christmas potluck was at 
Gary’s house in the heart of  
Christmas Tree Lane on Fri 12/17. 
The food was great with a good 
variety and lots of desserts. We 
acknowledged Heather’s leadership 
and thanked her for her work and  
her volunteer hours. The gift ex-
change  was a lot of fun for all. 
Thank you, Gary for opening your 
home to us! 
Heather presented two Angel of the 
Year Awards to Kay Brainard & 
Gerry Murphy.  Gerry has been the 

ian: Gary Blum, Sunshine Secre-
tary: Helen Gilbert, Members at 
large:  Diane Suskin, Gerry Mur-
phy, Ernie Hosaki,  Barbara Ward , 
Newsletter Editor:  Connie Koren-
stein 
 The FOHS Board meets for lunch 
on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 
different restaurants. If you would 
like to come to a meeting or join 
the Board as a member at large, 
please call Kay or Heather 483-
7960 for the location.  Meetings 
are open and new members are 

women: hats, shoes, 
dresses, costume and estate 
jewelry, as well as men’s 
fashions. Show hours are 
Sat.  10:30-6:00. Sun. 11:00-
5:00.  Admission is $10.00. 
Call Heather if you are inter-
ested in carpooling to this 
event. 
Last, coming up on July 29-
Aug 1, there is a costume 
college in Woodland Hills 
that Paula attended last year 
and recommends it. 
 “It was very informa-
tive.  They had classes in all 
eras of costuming and taught 
techniques for making cos-

tumes and accessories in-
cluding various types of sew-
ing, embellishments, styling 
wigs, making hats, covering 
shoes and lots more. There 
is also a costume ball on the 
last night of the college.” 
For  more information, go to 
www.costumecollege.org.  By 
registering early, you can get 
a better rate and class 
choices.  
 
 

 

 

 

Several opportunities are 
coming up for you to increase 
your Victorian wardrobe or 
just get some great ideas. 
First, at the next general 
FOHS meeting, on Tuesday, 
January 11, there will be a 
costume exchange/sale.  
Please bring any costumes 
items or accessories that you 
would like to give away or 
sell to others. 
Next, the Vintage Fashion 
Expo on Feb 5-6, 2011 at 
the Santa Monica Civic Audi-
torium. Dealers from across 
the country will be presenting 
vintage clothing for men and 

D I C K E N S  F E S T I V A L  C O M I N G  U P  I N  

J A N U A R Y  

R E P O R T  F R O M  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  

B Y  F l o r a  B e a  S t r a t a s  

F a s h i o n  n e w s  a n d  n o t e s  
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You can download this coupon and 

find out more about the upcoming  

show in Santa Monica at: 

 
 
 
 
 
The FOHS are planning a field 
trip, headed up by Miriam and 
Andre, to The Annual Dickens 
Festival in Riverside on Jan 22. 
Admission is free. The Festival 
features plays, street perform-
ers, demonstrations, food     

Don’t  
Forget! 

 
 fohs  

meeting 
Tuesday, 

jan 11 
 

Costume 
sale and  

Exchange 
 

Please wear 
your HS badge 
to the meeting.  
A $1.00 fine will 
be collected to 
be donated to 

the Adopt a Pot  
Program 

http://www.fidnet.com/~dap1955/dickens/works.html


FRIENDS OF HERITAGE  
SQUARE 

715 SOUTH A STREET 
OXNARD, CA 93035 

 Las Beautiful Bags 
Designer inspired handbags and more 

Pfeiler House  302-8487 

Open Fri-Sat 11-5 

Discounts for FOHS 

Wine, dine and Play 
Enjoy wine tasting at RVC, delicious dinner at LDV and the play at 

ETC for only $59. pp. ($49 for season)  Call 483-5118 to reserve. 

La Dolce Vita  
 

Check website for cooking classes, 

karaoke, dance parties  and more. 

www.ladolcevitadimare.com 

Follow your heart 
 Boutique 
Perkins House 

Wed. through Sat 11-5:30 and Sun.1-4  

483-4000 

The Elite Theatre  
Company Presents: 

 January 14, 2011 

The Elite's Second One-Act Festival  

February 25, 2011 

Shakespeare’s MUCH ADO ABOUT 
NOTHING 

 805-483-5118 

www.EliteTheatre.org  

Rancho Ventavo  
 Cellars 

Tasting Room and Boutique in the 

Scarlett House Fri-Sun 11-6 
  

What to do at Heritage Square  
Help spread the word! 

Heritage square  
gift shop 

Oxnard’s own Strawberry Jam  

Now Available 

Great for gifts! 

Baroque chamber 
music 

Concert on January 23, 2011 

H S Hall —FREE! 

Coutour Salon 
Hair styling, Makeup, Massage 

Bridal and other Large parties 

Pfeiler House  483-0113 

http://www.EliteTheatre.org


they are asking individuals 

and merchants to adopt a pot.  

We still need about $40.00 

Dues  It is that time again 

to send us a check for your 

annual dues.  Send your 

$10.00 to the office today so 

you will not forget it.  If you 

have a friend who would like 

to support our programs and 

receive the newsletter, have 

then send us $25.00 Support-

ing membership. 

Ventura County  

Heritage Day    March 

20th from 12 – 3 at Olivas 

Adobe  Each historical mu-

seum has been invited to 

have a table showing what 

their historical spot does. 

Come see Heritage Square’s 

table and walk around and 

see how many other histori-

cal sites there are in Ventura 

County.  It should be a very 

interesting afternoon.  Come 

in costume if you can! 

Heritage Square is 20 years 

old!  Can you believe it?  

The committee is planning 

many activities throughout 

the year.  Please mark your 

calendars. 

May 15th  Family Pic-

nic  12 – 4 We are inviting 

everyone but wish to honor 

families who have been in 

Oxnard 75 to 100 years. If 

you know a family who 

helped build Oxnard, please 

call the office with their in-

formation. Food will be 

available or you can bring 

your own picnic lunch. Do-

cents will be selling straw-

berry shortcake.  Tables can 

be purchased or sit in the 

grass. Murphy Auto Mu-

seum will have cars on dis-

play.  There will be games 

for children of all ages, and 

lots of entertainment. We 

hope that all the home own-

ers to have their houses 

open.  We will need every-

one to help. Please call the 

office and volunteer. 

Lecture Series: Second 

Tuesday of Each Month, 

5:15 PM in the Hall. Series 

will include History of 

Downtown Oxnard, 

Neighbors on C Street 1902, 

Fashions of 1900, Lifestyle, 

activities, music, Architec-

ture of Heritage Square. 

Then and Now Display  
We are updating the display 

that  was on display in the 

Perkins porch. 

Other Announcements 

Adopt a Pot   FOHS 

wants to adopt one of the 

pots you have seen appear in 

downtown.  These are from a 

Grant the ODMD received.  

In order to maintain the pots 

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
K a y  B r a i n a r d  

WANTED! 

Docents needed 
for weekend 

tours. 

Saturdays 

 10-1 and 1-4 

Sundays 1-4. 

Please call the 
office to sign up. 

483-7960 

Special thanks to 
those who worked 

double duty in 
February! 

715 South A Street, Oxnard, CA 93030  www.heritagesquareoxnard.com  Editor, Connie Korenstein 
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Spring Docent  

Training 

Saturdays 

April 2-May 7 

(except April 23) 

10:00-2:00 

Call Heather for 
the schedule if 

you’d like to at-
tend a class 

you’ve missed, 
want a refresher 
or would like to 

help out. 



A group of  FOHS left 

Heritage Square early on 

Saturday, January 22nd  

with  Andre as our van 

driver and Tom riding 

shotgun. We arrived at 

the Festival, held at the 

Riverside Convention 

Center, by 9am. Most of 

the activities were held 

inside but there were 

many vendors outside 

also selling their wares. 

 

Inside the main room, we 

spent about 2 hours 

shopping where there 

were many booths with 

everything you could 

want, from gloves & hats 

to dresses and jackets. 

We attended a fashion 

show at noon in another 

large room.  

Lunch was at a sidewalk 

café as it was a beautiful 

sunny day. After lunch, 

we had a choice of lec-

tures to attend. Some of 

us attended the etiquette 

of tea presentation. Oth-

ers just kept shopping. 

We left around 4:30pm 

and arrived back at the 

Square by 6:30pm. Eve-

ryone agreed that it was 

a delightful trip. 

We would like to thank 

Andre & Miriam for 

planning the trip. 

 

jump in with both feet and 
make the decision to be-
come one of our docents.   
Barbara was born in Chow-
chilla, CA. Although forced 
into early retirement as a 
result of back and neck 
problems, she has no lack 
of energy and drive.  Roller 
derby is a favorite sport of 
Barbara’s, as is roller 
hockey.  Barbara has 
taught roller skating and in 

One of the best things that 
has happened to Heritage 
Square lately is the arrival 
of new docent, Barbara 
Ward.  Barbara has be-
come an energetic and ea-
ger volunteer and has al-
ready logged many hours.  
She moved to Oxnard last 
June.  When she saw Paula 
Bass’s costume portfolio in 
the Visitor’s Center, that 
was all it took for her to 

1977 she was No. 3 in the 
world in her age bracket in 
Karate.  She was even fea-
tured in Black Belt maga-
zine for this achievement.  
She has 6 children, with her 
15th grandchild on the way! 
When asked about her 
greatest accomplishment, 
she replied without hesita-
tion that raising her children 
to be successful adults was 
what made her the most 

A  D a y  a t  t h e  D i c k e n s  F e s t i v a l  
B y  F l o r a  B e a  S t r a t a s  

I n  t h e  S p o t l i g h t :  B a r b a r a  W a r d  
B y  D i a n e  S u s k i n  

P a g e  2  

The Friends of 
Heritage Square 
take field trips to 
special events such 
as this each year.  
This is one of the 
many benefits of 
becoming a member, 
as a docent or a 
volunteer. 
Why not invite a 
new friend to join us 
on the next outing? 

Miriam cuts a pretty picture in her 

Dickens period ensemble with 

matching bonnet. 

H e r i t a g e  S q u a r e  G a z e t t e  

proud.  If she were to 
choose how people would 
remember her, she said 
that she hoped it would be 
for trying her best to help 
others.  I believe those of 
us who have become ac-
quainted with Barbara over 
the past few months would 
agree that this should be no 
problem!   
Welcome, Barbara. We’re 
glad you’re here! 



horse and buggy, riding a horse to school, 

and high school plays and parties.  Turn 

of the century Victorian fun! Thank you 

Norma and the Dudley Speakers Bureau, 

who have provided many of our monthly 

speakers, including Norma’s husband, 

Hal as Teddy Roosevelt, Lynn Weitzel on 

History and Mystery in Ventura County 

and Beth Miller, who talked about Victo-

rian toys and games.   

Stay tuned for more information on future 

historical talks this Spring. 

6. Who was the first Chinese-
American woman  elected to hold 
a statewide office in the U.S.A.? 

7. What journalist traveled around the 
world in 72 days in 1890? 

8. What woman was turned down by 
29 medical schools before being 
accepted as a student, gradu-
ated at the head of her class, 
and became the first licensed 
woman doctor in the U.S.? 

9. Who was the Shoshone Indian 
woman who served as guide and 
interpreter on the Lewis and 
Clark expedition? 

10. About 20,000 women shirtwaist 
workers staged a strike for better 
working conditions.  Their action 
was called the “Uprising of the 
20,000.”  When and where did 
this strike occur? 

11. When did officials of Little League 
Baseball announce that they 
would “defer to the changing 
social climate” and let girls play 
on their teams? 

12. As vice president of the United 
Farm Workers, what woman has 
been vital in speaking for civil 
and economic rights for farm 
workers throughout the U.S.? 

Do you know how the Women’s History 
movement got started?  It was in 1978 in 
Sonoma County, Ca, when March 8, Inter-
national Women’s Day, was proclaimed a 
week to study women’s history.  In 1980, 
President Carter proclaimed the same 
week as National Women’s History week, 
and in 1987, Congress declared March to 
be National Women’s History Month.   
Here’s a way to  find out how much you 
know about women who have made im-
portant contributions to U.S. history.  Test 
your knowledge with these questions from 
the National Womens’ History  
Project (www.nwhp.org) 

1. What Black woman refused to give 
up her seat to a White man, in 
Montgomery, Al in 1955, thus 
sparking the civil rights move-
ment of the following decade? 

2. Who was the first woman to run for 
President of the U.S. (1872)? 

3. Who opened up social work as a 
profession for women, and also 
won the 1931 Nobel Peace Prize 
for her anti-war organizing work? 

4. Who was the first “First Lady” to 
have developed her own political 
and media identity? 

5. What  suffragist was arrested and 
convicted of attempting to vote in 
the 1872 election? 

13. What woman was invited to teach 
nuclear physics at Princeton Univer-
sity, even though no female students 
were allowed to study there? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers: 
 

1. Rosa Parks (b. 1920) 

2. Victoria Woodhull (1838-1927) 

3. Jane Addams (1860-1935) 

4. Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962) 
5. Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906) 

6. March Fong Eu (b. 1929) 

7. Nellie Bly (1867-1922), real name 

Elizabeth Cochrane Seaman 

8. Elizabeth Blackwell (1821-1910)  

9. Sacajawea (c. 1786-1812) 
10.1909, New York City  

11.1974 

12.Dolores Huerta (b. 1930) 

13. Chien-Shiung Wu (1912-1997) 

M r s .  D u d l e y  V i s i t s  H e r i t a g e  S q u a r e  

N a t i o n a l  w o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y  m o n t h  

C h e c k  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e  

P a g e  3   

At the February 8 FOHS meeting, we were 

treated to a Living History presentation by Norma 

Fulkerson, as Miriam Knox Dudley. She told her 

story from the perspective of 1929 when Miriam 

was a 38 year old farmer's wife.   She told of her 

current life as daughter-in-law of well-known 

county supervisor and anti-saloon leader, Benja-

min Dudley, and as a professional seamstress for 

formal wear for local residents.   Most of her 

"talk" was a look-back on her life as a child (born 

1891), contacts with other Ventura county pio-

neer farm families, remembering her family's 

band playing for Saticoy dances, camping on the 

beach at Pt. Hueneme (before it was a port) by 

Norma  in costume at the Dudley 

house, open for tours on the 1st 

Sunday of each month from 1-4, 

corner of Ashwood and Loma Vista. 



HERITAGE SQUARE  
OXNARD, CA. 

Follow your heart 
 Boutique 
Perkins House 

Wed. through Sat 11-5:30 and Sun.1-4  

483-4000 

 Las Beautiful Bags 
Designer inspired handbags 

Pfeiler House 

302-8487 

Open Tues –Saturday, 11-5 

La Dolce 
Vita 

Check website for 

cooking classes, 

karaoke, dance 

parties  and more. 

www.ladolcevitadim

are.com 

Rancho  
Ventavo  
 Cellars 

Tasting Room and 

Boutique in the 

Scarlett House  

Fri-Sun 11-6 

The Elite Theatre Company Presents: 
  William Shakespeare’s MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING  

Fri, Sat and Sun matinee, through April 3 

 805-483-5118  www.EliteTheatre.org  

FRIENDS OF HERITAGE SQUARE  
715 SO. A STREET 

OXNARD, CA. 93030 

Mark your calendar April 12: 

Tour of the Murphy Auto Museum 
4PM 2230 Statham Blvd, Oxnard  

FOHS Meeting following tour. 

Bring your friends and husbands! 

Friends of Heritage Square 

Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, March 8 

4:00 Social Hour 4:30 Meeting 

5:00 Women’s History 

http://www.EliteTheatre.org


would like to be-
come a sponsor or 
volunteer for the 
event, please con-
tact Heather 
Behrens at 
805.483.7960 e-
mail:  
Hsdocentcoord 
@aol.com or visit 
the website 
www.heritagesquare
oxnard.com.  
 

Thank you to our 

sponsors: 

Jones and Maulding 

Heritage Real Estate 

Group 

Reiter Brothers 

The City of Oxnard 

 

All are invited to a 
reunion of the early 
settlers and the citi-
zens of Oxnard for a 
wonderful celebration 
at Heritage Square. 
The Family Reunion 
Picnic & Antique 
Auto Show will take 
place in historic 
downtown Oxnard, 
715 South A Street, 
between 7th & 8th 
Streets. Relive dec-
ades gone by as you 
view autos displayed 
by their owners and 
the Murphy Auto Mu-
seum. Enjoy musical 
entertainment from 
Tilford Jackson, local 
sounds of area quar-
tets, a BBQ from the 
Oxnard Knights of 

Columbus, tasty box 
lunches from La 
Dolce Vita, sam-
plings of delicious 
wine at Rancho 
Ventavo Cellars and 
yummy strawberry 
shortcake by the 
Friends of Heritage 
Square.  There will 
be family histories, 
a self guided walk-
ing tour of the 
homes and chil-
dren's activities. 
Reserve a table of 
six for $20. Plaza 
seating is also avail-
able, first come first 
served, for $2 and 
there is always free 
lawn seating, so you 
can bring your own 
picnic lunch. If you 

April’s meeting was a great 

experience.  No matter what 

your interest is, you could 

find it at our meeting held at 

the Murphy Auto Museum. 

There were vintage cars, a 

large model railroad display, 

Holley Gene talking about 

fashions and recognition for 

Volunteer service. Everyone 

brought food to share and 

celebrate our collective years 

of volunteering.  I want to 

thank Dr Murphy for invit-

ing us to visit. 

There are seven people tak-

ing training to become Do-

cents!  I had the privilege of 

spending a day with them.  

What an exciting group. We 

need Mentors to help them 

become proficient.  Call the 

office if you can help. 

May 15th is our Picnic and 

Family Reunion to celebrate 

our 20th Anniversary.  We 

will need everyone’s help.  

Please call the office and let 

us know where you want to 

help. We will need help on 

Saturday 2-4 preparing 

strawberries if you cannot 

help Sunday. 

Summer Concert information 

should be available at the 

May meeting. 

      Kay 

T H E  S Q U A R E  C E L E B R A T E S  2 0  Y E A R S !  

20th Anniversary 

Lecture Series 

“Slices of everyday life in   

Nineteenth Century Oxnard” 

2nd Tuesday of the month, 

5:15pm-6:00pm 

*Free Admission 

Heritage Square Hall 

Meet Senator Thomas Bard -  

Tuesday, May 10 

The Neighbors on C Street -  

Tuesday, June 14 

 A Visit with Laura Ingles Wilder -  

Tuesday, July 12 

The Victorian Strip -  

Tuesday, August 9 

Slices of Music in everyday life - 

Tuesday, September 13 

Women’s Suffrage Centennial - 

Tuesday, October 11 
 

A  M e s s a g e  F r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

Heritage Square Gazette 
May, 2011 www.heritagesquareoxnard.com 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=6mx99deab&et=1105220599078&s=680&e=001-elmU6X7Tu47xtIrhxz026ofIEuZTfmFyqhrBnORav_qv8XJZ--blNmPX0DPzshkrsdNZrwFRo1rSLj6ap-Pf2FE4HYHmOGOjChbEquJ0VXfTvjnb2KMYw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=6mx99deab&et=1105220599078&s=680&e=001-elmU6X7Tu44bl4UHUllXw8c-vFwydm1GneJkMlTVZRRwn2kUmUEEa4Tm6FgWeUF-J2V1gq0KEUgaTBxEVOcjE0vP6TkdvrusL17Xr7Sf5Cm43NFHdyFfw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=6mx99deab&et=1105220599078&s=680&e=001-elmU6X7Tu44bl4UHUllXw8c-vFwydm1GneJkMlTVZRRwn2kUmUEEa4Tm6FgWeUF-J2V1gq0KEUgaTBxEVOcjE0vP6TkdvrusL17Xr7Sf5Cm43NFHdyFfw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=6mx99deab&et=1105220599078&s=680&e=001-elmU6X7Tu4cqNHINCTp_w8rHr6y2uKRm-52w-3jfFKsZOgNExAXhVmSQJ6EfSfy4-ZojgaDW9U4Y2SVEzH2jUoMiQm1yU9fi-4olMEqMakhVQ_cUWlMufQvyxASD5G8QHS4G59leJPyptcjhkRnoA==


 

about where Heritage Hall  
(The Christian Church) was 
originally located. We always 
thought it was on D Street, but 
the newer info in the docent 

manual shows it at C Street. 

GB: It was originally built on 
C Street and then shortly 
thereafter moved to D. 
 
 Where is the stained glass in 
the church originally from? This 
tidbit of info has been deleted 

from the newer manual. 

GB: Kokomo, Indiana, or 
more specifically Kokomo 
Opalescent Glass  
If you go to this website and 
look on the history page you 
can see the connection with 
Tiffany http://www.kog.com/ 
 
Was the Fry House the first 
house to be moved to the 

square? 

GB:I believe Gordon was 
from my memory. 
 

Did Ida McKinley really come to 
visit Emma at the Perkins 

House? 

GB: This was one of the ear-
liest reported facts about the 
Perkins house from when 
our first coordinator Cindy 
Naboa did research. I have 
never seen the original refer-
ence though. 
 

Regarding the Laurent/
McGrath house, the manual 
says that the house was 
bought in 1945,  
but it was not moved until 

1960? 

GB: This would need to be 
fact checked. 
 
Thank you Gary for clarify-

ing these questions! If there 

are further questions, please 

send them in to Heather or 

Connie and we will post the 

answers in the next issue of 

the HS Gazette.  Tune in 

next month for some ques-

tions to see how well you 

know your facts! 

At a recent docent training 

class, we discovered that 

there are conflicting bits of 

information in various print-

ings of the docent manual, 

Some of the older informa-

tion had been left out of the 

revised version.  Wanting to 

make sure that we are all on 

the same page, we checked 

with our resident expert 

house historian, Gary Blum.  

How many bedrooms did the 
Perkins house have ? On dif-
ferent pages of the docent 
manual, there are four and six 

listed, so it's unclear. 

GB: Before the remodel it 
would have been 2. After it 
would have been 4 on the 
second floor and 1 or 2 on 
the first.  This is a trick ques-
tion because the three to 
four families that lived in this 
home have used rooms for 
different purposes.  
 
 We have mixed information 

F O H S  T r a v e l  B a c k  i n  T i m e  
T o  M u r p h y  A u t o  M u s e u m  

B y  J a n e l l e  a n d  T o m  F a n s l o w  

P a g e  2  

F a c t  O R  F i c t i o n  I n  o u r   

D o c e n t  H a n d b o o k s ? ?  

Did  First 

Lady Ida 

McKinley 

really  visit the 

Perkins house?  

 

Can you imagine traveling across the country in this 

1903 curved dash Oldsmobile?  Holley Gene recre-

ated her grandfather’s journey in this sister car. 

Below is Thelma Hansen’s red Marmon  being test 

driven by the HS Gazette Editor. 

Photos courtesy of Franz Tinio-Lopez 

Murphy Auto Museum 

On Tuesday, April 12, the Heritage Square docents, volunteers, and spouses vis-

ited the Murphy Auto Museum in Oxnard and were treated to a tour led by mu-

seum founder Dr. Daniel Murphy.  The museum collection contains over 40 auto-

mobiles with an emphasis on the Packard.  There is also a huge model railroad on 

display. Among the prized automobiles on display is a 1934 Marmon owned by 

Thelma Hanson. Thelma drove the car as a coed in college at Berkeley.  It is con-

sidered a "miracle car" because it was stolen before the barn in which it was 

stored burned to the ground.  Thelma Hansen was the last member of an impor-

tant farming family in Ventura County, who left a legacy, known as the Hansen 

Trust, which operates out of the Faulkner House in Santa Paula.  Her goal was to 

be sure that all Ventura County children would know where their food comes 

from. 

 The second part of the tour was led by Holley Gene Leffler.  She is a Vintage 

Clothing Curator who has assembled an extensive collection of clothing for the 

museum.  Holley shared stories of her grandfather’s trip across the country in 

1903 in a new Oldsmobile, and her recreation of the trip about 100 years later.  

(See picture) She also provided interesting details of the men's and women's fash-

ions on display from each era.   

http://www.kog.com/


year, ages 13-18, from China, 

Germany and Italy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heading up the list in years of 
service is Gary Blum, who has 
been involved at the Square 
since 1986. Gary is truly  a vol-
unteer extraordinaire, giving un-
selfishly to our training and 
events through the years. 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 

20 Years 
Gary Blum 

15-17 Years 
Gerry Murphy  

Flora Bea Stratas  
Pat Supko  

10-14 years 
Susan Dirrim  

Connie Korenstein  
Helen Gilbert 

Modenia Kramer 
Barbara Hilburn  
Tom Von Allmen  

Carol Puorto 
Ginger Roth  
Diane Suskin  
5 - 9 years 

Ernie Hosaki  
Paula Bass  

Heather Behrens  
Patrick Behrens  

Kelley Nolan  
Angela Whitecomb  

1-4 years 
Kay Brainard 

Miriam Kozlovskis  
Andre Kozlovskis  

Susan Nielsen  
Mary Kay Strak  

Debby Longenbaugh  
Consuelo Macias  

Maria Macias  
New Docent Class 

Barbara Ward  
Horace Booker  
Janelle Fanslow  

Roberta Fronteras  
Valerie Hussung  

Calling All Docents! 

Please come to the 

City Council Meeting 

Let Your Voice Be heard! 

May 10 @ 7PM 

Stand up and be counted! 

A Presentation will be made 

to City Council regarding the 

20th Anniversary Celebra-

tion.  Docents needed in  

costume to show your  

support.                                  

 

  

School Programs 
5/23 Outreach 8:30-11:15 

5/25 Outreach 8:30-11:15 

5/31 Tour 10:00-12:15 

6/2   Tour 10:00-12:15 

6/6 Tour 10:00-12:15 

6/7 Outreach 8:30-11:15 
If you have never done a 
school program, you can 
come to any of the above to 
observe.  

Please help teach kids our past!
        

Mentors Needed  

For 8 new docents! 

Mentor Lunch Saturday May 

7 at 12 at La Dolce Vita. 
 

House Tours at the  

Farm Park 

Wine Tasting Event 

Docents needed to guide 

guests through the Maulhardt

-Pfieler house.  

Sunday,  May 29,  1-4  

 

 

 

V o l u n t e e r s  R e c o g n i z e d  f o r  2 1 5  Y e a r s  o f  
S e r v i c e  t o  H e r i t a g e  S q u a r e  

H E L P  W A N T E D !   C a l l  H e a t h e r  4 8 3 - 7 9 6 0  

P a g e  3  w w w . h e r i t a g e s q u a r e o x n a r d . c o m  

On April 12, the Friends of Heri-

tage Square had a special celeb-
tration at the Murphy Auto Mu-
seum.  Honoring Volunteer Ap-
preciation month, Heather 
Behrens, Docent Coordinator, 
acknowledged 215 years of col-
lective volunteerism at the 
Square.  There were certificates, 
flowers, badges and ribbons in 
recognition of years of volunteer-
ing and giving tours at the 
Square.   
Heather herself started at Heri-
tage Square as a docent in the 
2005 class and brought her hus-
band Patrick and niece Angela to 
the Square the next year, as do-
cents. She’s also put her two 
daughters Riley and Madison to 
work here when we’ve needed 
them!  Heather served as Docent  
Coordinator in 2005—06, then 
took off some time to enjoy her 
newborn son Jack before return-
ing again last year.  Although 
Heather is paid staff, she puts in 
many more volunteer hours than 
she is paid for and we are lucky 
to have her creativity, expertise 
and dedication leading our pro-
grams.  
Heather also coordinates the 
student exchange program for 
EF Educational Foundation. As 
the site director, she finds host 
families for 102 students  this    
 

Gary Blum in one of his many other  capacities—

helping to organize the Salsa Festival at Plaza 

Park. 

 

Heather Behrens, our Coordinator and a volun-

teer  herself, honored all docents at the April 

FOHS  Meeting at Murphy Auto Museum.  

Opportunity! 
Field Trip and Tea 
Mullin Auto Museum  

June 11th.  
Meet@ the Square    
9:30am Lunch/Tea at 
Fresh and Fabulous 
$7 tour/ $12.95 or $16.95 
for tea .Reserve with 
Heather: Full Tea or  
Simple Tea Requested 

 



FRIENDS OF HERITAGE SQUARE 
715 SOUTH A STREET 
OXNARD, CA 93035 



 

3. Office Help 

During the month of August, 

Heather will be busy with other 

commitments, so  the need for 

office assistance is more 

prominent than usual. If you 

can help on Tuesdays or 

Thursdays in August, 10-1  

or 1-4, please call to volunteer. 

It’s a busy summer at the 

Square and around town!  If 

you haven’t been to monthly 

FOHS meetings, it’s not too 

late to sign up for activities 

and events.  Please call 

Heather or Kay at 483-7960 to 

help out: 

1.TOURS: All Saturdays and 

Sundays in July 

Saturdays 10-1 and 1-4 

Sundays 1-4 

2. Salsa Festival! 

Ushers needed for the kick-off 

concert at Plaza Park. 

Friday July 29 at Plaza Park 

NO COSTUMES NEEDED!  

6:45-9PM 

Come and enjoy the festivities 

while representing Heritage 

Square. 

The FOHS are also running the 

Pepsi booth again this year.  

Help is needed on  Saturday, 

July 30: 10:15-1:30, 1:30—

4:40 and 4:30-7:30. 

On Sunday, July 31: 1:30-4:40 

and 4:30-7:30 

 

 

On Tuesday, July 12, after the 

FOHS General meeting, our 

guest speaker will be none 

other than the famous novelist  

of little house fame.  Laura 

Ingalls Wilder will speak of her 

travels leaving Wisconsin to 

California, where she attended 

the World’s Fair, and back to 

Springfield Missouri.   Laura 

will come in costume, in the 

body of one of our own FOHS 

members?  Guess who?  Come 

to the meeting to find out. 

Social hour starts at 4:00PM 

 

                                                                                                             

“She heard Pa shouting, 

"Jiminy crickets! It's 

raining fish-hooks and 

hammer handles!"  

— Laura Ingalls Wilder (On the 

Banks of Plum Creek)  

Do you know? 

 What event 

recently 

brought over 

700 people to 

the Square? 

 Who owns 

over 2000 dolls 

and has won 3 

gold medals? 

 What to do 

with a skirt 

that’s too long 

or too short? 

Read the HS 
Gazette and 
find out! 

N E X T  M E E T I N G :  C o m e  a n d  m e e t  
L a u r a  I n g a l l s  W i l d e r  

J U L Y  2 0 1 1  

Heritage Square Gazette 

  

CALLING ALL DOCENTS AND VOLUNTEERS: YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 

Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Publication  
Alert! 

 

Be sure to look for 
the September  
issue of Sunset 
Magazine for an  

article about  
Heritage Square! 

Docent/Volunteer Thank You Party 
Sept. 2    Final Concert    6-8     Pot Luck 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5300.Laura_Ingalls_Wilder
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1402758
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1402758


 

       Many Thanks to the Elite 

Theatre for providing compli-

mentary tickets for FOHS to 

attend this performance.  

Please help spread the word 

as you give tours and to all of 

your friends about this terrific 

show, running through July 

24.   

The cast of “Funny Money” 

played to an almost-full 

house on Sunday and eve-

ryone seemed to enjoy the 

show. Lorraine Mac-

Donald, plays the lead fe-

male role, Jean, and  Frank 

J. Malle plays Henry, her 

husband. 

       While Jean is busy 

preparing for Henry’s birth-

day celebration, Henry 

comes home and tells her 

that they are running off to 

Barcelona with the mysteri-

ous contents of his brief-

case. Party guests start to 

arrive and comic confusion 

ensues. Both Lorraine and 

Frank discuss the situation, 

in the best English accents, 

with plenty of dramatic 

expression and lots of 

laughs from the audience. 

      Before the couple can 

make their getaway, their 

doorbell rings and Detec-

tive Sergeant Davenport, 

played by Art Peters, makes 

his appearance.  Then Bill, 

the taxi driver, played by 

Ken Jones, arrives.  The 

plot thickens and the laughs 

continue as friends, Betty 

and Vic Johnson,played by 

Kimberly Peters and Ryff 

Wolf, arrive at the house 

for the birthday dinner. The 

doorbell rings again, and 

enters another detective, 

Sergeant Slater, played by 

Derek Foster, with more 

information which totally 

confuses the audience, as 

well as the characters!  To 

make things even more 

confusing, you can add to 

the mix, a passerby played 

by David Lease. 

area and were sent to an internment 

camp during the war.  When Butch re-

turned, his neighbor was a softball 

coach, and guess who was the star 

player of the team!  Butch would come 

and watch Ernie practice and “pestered 

her” until she finally agreed to go out 

for a soda with him. They went to a 

lively spot on Oxnard Blvd which is now 

a tire store. Unfortunately his car would-

n’t start on the way home , so he had to 

walk her all the way home.  Luckily her 

family approved of him and she was 

happily married to him for almost 42 

years. 

Ernie has two daughters, 3 grandchil-

dren and a great granddaughter.  She 

worked for 22 years for the Oxnard 

School District as an administrative 

assistant, where she was able to use 

her bilingual skills.   

In 1975 Ernie participated in the Senior 

On June 23, at the annual RSVP volun-

teer appreciation luncheon, our very 

own Ernie Hosaki was acknowledged 

with an award for over 5400 hours of 

volunteering over the past 10 years.  

Ernie received a pin and certificate and 

a letter from President Obama in recog-

nition of her accomplishments.  

I thought this would be a good time to 

not only congratulate Ernie but for all of 

us to get to know her a little bit better. 

Ernie was born in Texas and moved to 

El Rio when she was a teenager.  At 

Oxnard High School, she was active in 

numerous sports and won awards.  

Growing up in  Oxnard, she remembers 

going to the Carnegie Library and at-

tending activities in Plaza Park—then 

the center of town.   

Ernie met her husband after he re-

turned home from serving in WWII.  His 

family owned farmland in the Fillmore 

Olympics and won 3 gold medals—for 

hitting, running and throwing!  You go, 

girl! 

Ernie has always enjoyed helping others.  

Besides volunteering at the Square, she 

has been involved with MIA, Caregivers, 

RSVP and serves as hostess for Senior 

Services City of Oxnard. 

She is an avid collector, with hundreds of 

dolls, Hummel statuettes and Rockwell 

figurines.  

 

Ernie Hosaki at the FOHS  

refreshment tent. 

“Funny Money”       Laugh Out Loud 
By Roberta Fronteras 

S P O T L I G H T  O N   

E r n i e  H o s a k i  

P a g e  2  H e r i t a g e  S q u a r e  G a z e t t e  

Editor’s note:  The Elite 

Theatre Company is al-

ways looking for volun-

teers to run the Box Office 

and Concessions for all 

weekend performances.  If 

you would like to volun-

teer, call the theatre  

483– 5118. 

The  story unfolds with 

lots of laughs and a moral 

to the story, beware of 

gifts that drop in your lap.  

The whole cast played 

their parts really well and 

kept the audience totally 

engaged. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Connie, 

Help!  My skirts are all too long for 

me.  I’m tripping on my hems and 

they are getting shredded from drag-

ging on the ground.  They are so 

wide, it would take me forever to 

hem them.  I know that you are 

short too, so maybe you can help. 

Signed, 

Vertically challenged at the Square 

 

Dear Fellow Short Girl. 

No problem! I deal with that all the 

time.  I just add another petticoat 

and the skirt puffs out and the hem 

pulls up.  The Victorians firmly  

believed that undergarments are the 

foundation of any outfit, and they 

wore multiple petticoats to get the 

look they wanted.  You’ll be sur-

prised at how much better your outfit 

looks with another petticoat!  This 

also helps to hide your shoes, in case 

you need to wear something comfort-

able and less than fashionable to get 

your feet through the tours! 

Connie 

 

Editor’s note: If you have a fash-

ion tip or question, please send it 

to conniek22@roadrunner.com 

has a great love of 1930's 
French cars  Since opening in 
April, 2010, the 46,821 square- 
foot museum has expanded its 
remarkable collection to include 
some of the most coveted vehi-
cles in the world.  In addition to 
the car collection, the museum 
houses examples of furniture, 
ceramics, glass, sculpture, 
painting, and photography from 
the Art Deco Movement. 
After touring the museum, the 
group had high tea at Fresh and 
Fabulous in Oxnard.  We were 
treated to tea, scones, sand-
wiches, salad, quiche, and many 
sweets. We also explored the 
little museum in the back, which 
houses artifacts from when the 
building was an F.W. Wool-

If you haven’t been to the 
Square the past couple of 

months, you’ve missed out!   

May 15th was the big celebra-
tion of Heritage Square’s 20th 
Anniversary.  About 200 people 
came, 94 new visitors to the 
Square, for BBQ, music, and fun 

and educational activities.  

On May 29, we attended the 
2nd Annual Wine Tasting event 
at the Farm Park.  We were 
there to give house and winery 
tours, as well as enjoy some 

tasting ourselves!   

Then, on June 11 a group of 
Heritage Square docents and 
friends took a field trip to the 
Mullin Automotive Museum in 
Oxnard.  Peter Mullin, founder, 

worth's Store.  A fun time was 
had by all. (from Janelle and 
Tom Fanslow) 
June 23 was the annual Wine 
Trail event, which brought 
approx 700 people to the 
Square, including the FOHS in 
costume. 
Also on June 23, a number of 
the FOHS attended the RSVP 
luncheon which is free to those 
who have put in 50 volunteer 
hours during the year.   
On June 26, Andre, Miriam and 
Tom went on a trip to Pasadena 
to visit the Castle Green Historic 
site.  Look in the next issue of 
the Gazette for a more detailed 
report by Miriam on that trip and 
plans for a future trip to the 
same site in December! 

F a s h i o n  N e w s   

s h o r t  o r  t a l l  w e ’ v e  g o t  t h e  a n s w e r s !  

D O C E N T  D O I N G S  

P a g e  3   

Dear Paula, 

I’m tall like you and I admire your 

style and grace.  I found a great 

dress I can wear as my HS costume, 

but it’s too short for me.  What 

should I do? 

Signed, 

Too Tall for my Skirt 

 

Dear Tall Girl, 

I’ve solved that problem by wearing a 

pretty longer slip or underskirt un-

derneath the skirt that is too short.  

Just make sure that the circumference 

of the skirt (the width at the lower 

edge) is about the same, so it looks 

like they go together. Having a lace 

edge is a nice touch, as you can see 

in the picture.  It can be a little 

wider and it will look like a ruffle.  

I can’t wait to see you at the Square 

in your layered look! 

Paula 

Paula in one of her “lengthened” outfits. 

 Question  

of the 
Month: 

Take a look in your 

tour script to see if 

you can find the 

answers. 

Which two  
Heritage 

Square families 
have ties to the 

Civil War?   
Find the answers at 

the next FOHS 

meeting or the next 

issue of the HS   

Gazette. 



WHAT’S NEW AT THE SQUARE? 

FRIENDS OF HERITAGE  
SQUARE 

715 SOUTH A STREET 
OXNARD, CA 93035 

La Dolce Vita  
Wednesdays 4-8 Unlimited 

Pasta  $16.95 
Thursdays: Italian Street 
food Lunch buffet $11.95 
Fridays: A great place to 
have a wonderful dinner 
and enjoy the concerts! 

 Cooking Classes: 7/23 and 

8/20 
Check website for cooking classes, 

karaoke, dance parties  and more. 

www.ladolcevitadimare.com 

Heritage square  
gift shop 

Oxnard’s own Strawberry Jam  

Now Available 

Great for gifts! 

Rancho Ventavo  
 Cellars 

Tasting Room and Boutique in the  

Scarlett House Fri-Sun 11-6 

Girl’s Night August 27,  
7- 8:30PM 

Enter to win the most  
outrageous disco outfit! 

 If you haven’t joined the Wine Club 
yet, what are you waiting for?  

Wine Club Appreciate Parties July 9 
and 16 

See  Faye for details. 

 

Summer Concert Series 
 
July 8               Sgt. Pepper                      Beatles Tribute 
July 15             Woodstock                       60's Tribute 
 July 22             House Arrest                    R&B/Oldies 
 July 29     Salsa Festival Kick off Concert at Plaza Park 
 August 5         Sound Effect Band            R&B/Funk 
 August 12       Myst                                        Rock & Roll 
 August 19       Incendio          Latin Guitar-World Fusion 
 August 26       Chico                                   R&B/Latin 
 Sept. 2             Supper Club Concert TBA  

Docent/Volunteer Thank You Party 
Sept. 2    Final Concert    6-8     Pot Luck 

Call to sign up 483-7960 

Don’t Forget! 

Follow Your Heart  
Boutique 

And 

Las Beautiful Bags  



4. Holiday Events: Lots of oppor-

tunities to help out! It’s not too 

early to start planning! House 

captains are needed to organ-

ize the decorating, which be-

gins on Nov 12 at 10:00-3:00 

and continues on Nov 19 and 

26.  Ask your friends to join 

you in this effort and invite 

them to enter the third annual 

Gingerbread Contest, due Dec 

1. The elegant Taste of the 

Season will be in the evening 

of Dec 8.  Docents are needed 

to escort guests from house to 

house as they enjoy delectable 

dishes and drinks. Holiday 

tours will be held each week-

end in December, until New 

Year’s Day.  Three docents are 

needed for  Saturdays and 2 

on Sundays. Finally, 

“undecorating” is scheduled 

for January 7, so we can put 

everything away for next year! 

So many activities are coming 

up at the Square and down-

town!  Please call the office 

and come to the next FOHS 

meeting on Sept 13 to find out 

more and sign up! 

1. Following the Sept 13 meet-

ing, we will have a special tour 

of McMullin’s Japanese 

Antiques at 505 S. A Street.  

Meeting at 4:00, Tour at 6:00.  

Since new carpeting will be 

installed in the Hall, it may not 

be available, so look for a note 

on the door to find out where 

the meeting is.   

2. Autumn Home Tours: Call 

Heather if you would like to 

help out. An orientation meet-

ing will be held at The Kitchen 

on Sept 12 at 6.  MOST IMPOR-

TANT!  We need coverage at 

the Square that day—3 people 

to help out with additional 

activities at the Square. Staff-

ing the Square is our biggest 

priority. If you volunteer at the 

Square that day, you will still 

receive free tickets to en-

joy the homes on the AHT! 

3. OKTOBERFEST AT THE FARM-

PARK: September 2. 12:00-

5:00. Docents and volunteers 

are needed for farmhouse 

tours and butter making. Shifts 

are flexible, and will vary, de-

pending on how many sign up.  

Please call Connie 985-9424 

if you can help.  Free meal, 

drink and mug  for all who 

help. Again, our first priority is 

having someone at the Square 

for tours 1-4, so that person 

will also qualify for the perks at 

Oktoberfest, if you come in 

costume before or after the 

Square. 

I just returned from a meet-

ing of representatives of Ox-

nard Museums.  This group 

has joined together to work 

with the city to place signs 

pointing to our locations. 

The members also share 

dates, activities, and infor-

mation about our facilities.  

Have you read the article in 

Sunset magazine about a 

day trip to Oxnard?  Can you 

name the Docents standing 

on the Petit porch? 

Thank you for working the 

Summer Concerts.  The  

ladies in the food tent did a 

good job of raising money 

for our programs. 

The Christmas Committee 

is meeting monthly to organ-

ize holiday activities.  If you 

can’t come to the meeting I 

hope you can help decorate 

in November and help with 

tours . Save the dates above! 
 

Kay 

C A L L I N G  A L L  F O H S !   

D O N ’ T  M I S S  O U T !  Upcoming 

Events 

Mark your  

calendar! 

 Sept 12: Volun-

teer Orientation 

for AHT 

 Sept 13: Tour of 

McMullin Mu-

seum following 

FOHS Meeting 

 Sept 25: Autumn 

Home Tours 

 Oct 2: Oktober-

fest at the Farm-

park 

 Oct 6: Gourmet 

Food Trucks 

 Nov 12: Xmas 

decorating 

starts, also 19th 

and 26th 

 December 1 

Gingerbread 

Contest 

 Weekends, Dec 

3-Jan 1: Holiday 

Tours 

 Dec 8: Taste of 

the Season 

Please read adjacent 

article to find out how 

you can  participate! 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

I M P O R T A N T  I N F O ! !  

P L E A S E  P R I N T  A N D  P O S T   

HS Mini Gazette 

September 2011 Mini Issue 



home, a doll collection, ce-
ramics and pottery as well as 
paintings and embroidery.  
John started collecting when 
he was stationed in Japan in 
1947 when he traded a bar of 
soap for a silk scroll. After 
more than 5o years of collect-
ing, John is an expert on Japa-
nese culture and art, lending 
his expertise to the film indus-
try for movies, such as “The  
Last Samurai” and “Memoirs of 
a Geisha”.  He has also taught 
classes  on Japanese art and 
we’re hoping he’ll start one 
again soon.   This is a true gem 
in downtown Oxnard! Don’t 
miss it! 

If you haven't’ been to the 
monthly meetings, you’ve 
missed an interesting presenta-
tion and  a great trip!  
                      

In September, Roberta 
Fronteras, accompanied by 
Janelle Fanslow on the piano, 
gave an informative and inter-
esting presentation on music 
through the ages.  Here are 
some highlights of songs that 
Miss Puntenney might have 
played on her piano by the bay 
window in her parlor. 
The 3 most popular tunes in 
America are: “Happy Birth-
day”, written in 1893 by a 
teacher and her sister.  “For 
He’s a Jolly Good fellow” was 
written in 1770 and popular-
ized by Marie Antoinette, and 
“Auld Lang Syne” was a Scot-
tish folk tune from 1788. 
Later Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert  made the waltz 
popular. Around the turn of 
the century, ragtime was 
widely played and Vaudeville 
and Tin Pan Alley popularized 
many songs that we know 
today, such as “The Band 
Played On”, Strike Up the 
Band”, Bill Bailey”.  Soon 
Broadway show tunes were 

played around the country, 
like “Toyland”, Give my Re-
gards to Broadway” and “Wait 
Till the Sun Shines, Nellie” 
Thank you, Roberta and Janelle!  

 
 
 
 

Moving on to October, little did 
we know when Heather told us 
that we’d be going to the 
McMullen’s  Japanese Arts and 
Antiques that we would walk into 
a treasure trove of art and culture!  
John McMullen and his wife 
Bobbie have over 5,000 feet of 
space on A Street filled with 
antiques, collectibles and art 
from Japan, from a centuries 
old rice planting hat with a 
thatched roof, to a desk made 
from doors of an old temple, 
to a Buddha statue from the 
1500’s.  There are over 2000 
authentic kimonos that fill a 
room by themselves.  A prized 
possession is the full outfit 
worn by one of the Japanese 
emperors and his empress at 
their coronation.  There is a 
separate room that is set up as 
it would be in  a Japanese 

This year’s Third Annual Taste of the Season 

is set for December 8.  This is our big fund-

raiser , which has grown from 75 attendees 

the first year to 100 last year, with a goal of 

125 this year.  This progressive dinner will be 

held in 5 different buildings at the Square, 

with cold and hot appetizers, soup, a main 

dish and dessert.  Restaurants participating 

are Sugar Beets, The Kitchen, La Dolce Vita and 

5th Street Steakhouse. Reservations can be made 

on the half hour, from 5:30-7:30.  Friends of HS 

are being asked to support the event by selling at 

least 6 tickets, volunteering to work the event, 

or buying tickets for yourself and family. You 

can also buy a ticket and lead a group of your 

friends through the event.   

John McMullen shared stories of 

how he collected his Japanese 

treasures. Stop by and visit:  505 

S. A St. Thurs-Sat 10-5 

www.mcmullensjapanese.com 

D o c e n t  D o i n g s  
Upcoming 

Events and  

Opportunities 

 Nov 12: Xmas 

decorating 

starts, also 19th 

and 26th  

Everyone’s assis-

tance is needed!  

 December 1 

Gingerbread 

Contest 

 Weekends, Dec 

3-Jan 1:        

Holiday Tours * 

 Dec 8: Taste of 

the Season * 

* Please call the 

office to sign up.  

483-7960 

T a s t e  o f  t h e  S e a s o n  2 0 1 1  
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In the July issue, we 
asked the question: Which 
two Heritage Square families 
have ties to the Civil War?   

If you haven’t figured that 
you, here’s the scoop:   

Mr. David Perkins  was 
only 7 years old when 
abolitionist John Brown 
was hanged in 1859.  

Mr.Brown managed the 
Perkins family’s large 
sheep farming operation 
in Ohio. He  is infamous 
for his attempts to organ-
ize a slavery uprising at 
Harper’s Ferry escalated 
events leading to the Civil 
War.   

The second connection 

between Heritage Square fami-
lies and the Civil War is  Abra-
ham L Fry, who listed himself 
at a Civil War veteran on a cen-
sus record.  He was born in 
Ohio circa 1842 and served in 
the Union Army.  

Tune in to the next issue of the 
Gazette for the answer to this 
month’s question. 

opening the most popular 
site on the 2009 Upstairs 
Downtown Tour – the 
Washington Hotel next to 
the Mission. Frozen in the 
1930's with 20 bedrooms 
and only two small bath-
rooms down the hall, this 
working-class hotel was 
boarded up fifty years ago 
and forgotten as dusty stor-
age. Some of the other his-

From the San Buenaventura 
Conservancy website: 
www.sbconservancy.org  

Step into the never before 
seen Rectory at the rear of 
the Mission Garden is a 
untouched example of 
1920's Spanish revival archi-
tecture with stenciled 
beams and inlaid tiles 
around the fireplaces. 
 In contrast we're re-

toric spaces include the 
Holy Cross Schoolhouse 
with original classrooms, 
auditorium and gym, plus 
newly restored and exhib-
ited sacred spaces in the 
chapel.  
November  5 

10AM-2PM 
$20.00 per person 
$10.00 Members 
$35.00 Membership and 

Oxnard!  Miguel’s instructions tell people 

that they are looking for a small con-

tainer that is inside an object that is 115 

years old.  That object is a piece of red-

wood from the Petit house original floor.  

HUSH!! Don’t tell anyone! Miguel asks 

that we do not tell our guests about the 

geocache when giving tours. If  someone 

asks you about the geocache, mum’s the 

word.  We can verify that there is a geo-

cache hidden somewhere at the Square, 

but do not reveal any other information 

about it.   

For more information or to sign up, go 

to www.geocaching.com. 

Don’t be surprised if you see people 

walking around the Square holding GPS 

devices and searching nooks and crannies 

of the buildings and gardens. Miguel Fer-

nandez, Architect and geocache enthusi-

ast, has hidden a second item at Heritage 

Square, replacing the one he hid about a 

year ago.   Geocaching is  a global pas-

time and hobby where an object is placed 

and identified by worldwide coordinates, 

based on longitude and latitude. The ob-

ject is typically some type of container 

which contains a log book or a tiny scroll 

for the geocachers to sign when they find 

it.  There are over 1 million geocaches all 

over the world, and actually hundreds in 

H a v e  y o u  r e a d   

y o u r  d o c e n t  m a n u a l  l a t e l y ?  

Historic San Buenaventura Mission District 
Architectural Tour  

P a g e  2  H e r i t a g e  S q u a r e  

Question of 

the Month 

Who was the first 

member of the Petit 

family to come to 

California? 

If you are interested in 
volunteering for this event, 

call Carol Lindberg 642-1682  

G e o c a c h e  H i d d e n   

a t  t h e  S q u a r e  

Helen Gilbert has 
moved to Hawaii. 
She is settling in 
to her new home 
and is hopeful of 
regaining her 
strength and well 
being.  She would 
love to hear form 
us. Please write or 
send a card.  
2130 Kaneka St., 
Unit 313, Lihue, 
HI  96766 



fund raiser.  Our goal this year is 

125 people.  We are asking eve-

ryone to bring at least 3 couples 

or sell 6 tickets. Tickets can be 

bought on line at our website 

www.heritagesquareoxnard.com 

, click on Christmas, for $35.00 

each. We have post cards you 

can send to your friends, or for-

ward this news letter to friends, 

or a rack card is available to put 

at your local business, doctors’ 

offices, etc. 

November is the time the Nomi-

nating Committee is meeting to 

select new officers.  If you 

would like to be on the nominat-

ing committee or be nominated 

for President, Vice President, 

Secretary or Treasure please 

contact me, Kay   483-1716. 
 

 

 

 

lawn, we encountered a group 
of Victorian ladies and gentle-
men playing croquette. Fur-
ther down, we saw a group if 
1920's ladies and gentlemen 
picnicking. As we walked up 
to the entrance of the Hotel 
we were greeted by a trio of 
flappers. 

 A historical architect met us 
on the porch and told us about 
the history and architecture of 
the hotel. We then viewed 
many grand room, like the 
Sunroom, the exotic Moorish 
and Turkish rooms, and the  

On Sun, June 26th, Andrej, 
Tom, and I went to Pasadena 
for the Castle Green Tour in 
Pasadena. Castle Green, built 
in 1898, is an eclectic combi-
nation of Moorish and Mission 
revival Architecture.  The 
luxurious hotel once served as 
a winter vacation place for 
prominent people from around 
the country. The site is one of 
12 designated Pasadena His-
toric Monuments and is only 
open twice a year for tours. 

 As we entered the grounds of 
Castle Green, on the expansive            

ballroom, where refreshments 
were served.  We also had the 
opportunity to see many of the 
private apartments upstairs. 
Everywhere we ran into "Time 
keepers," people dressed in 
period clothing from Victorian 
to early 20th century. 

 We had a great time and plan 
to return on Sunday, De-
cember 4 for the  Castle 
Green Holiday Tour, with 
more of our Friends from 
Heritage Square. The castle 
will be decked out for the holi-
days with giant trees, music,  

be seen walking along our  
brick Victorian walkways, 
and we were all sad to see 
her leave us.   

Ruth took her costumes 
with her and has pictures 
of them posted on her 
website with information 
about women’s clothing  
from 1870-1910.  Here’s 
the best part:  She is selling 

her costumes at extremely 
reasonable prices, from 
$65.-$115 for a complete 
outfit with accessories!  

Don’t miss this opportunity.  
You know how the saying 
goes, “If the dress fits…buy 
it!” 

Have you seen Ruth 
Hibbard’s  wonderful web-
site?  Go to 
www.1900herturn.com. 
to view Ruth’s collection 
of beautiful Victorian out-
fits.  Ruth was one of our 
favorite docents and very 
active here at the Square, 
until she moved to Ari-
zona.  She  became one of 
the best dressed ladies to  

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

A  V i s i t  t o  a  C a s t l e  
 b y  M i r i a m  K o z l o v s k i s  

F A S H I O N  N E W S  

P a g e  3   

This has been a fun fall with the 

Docents helping at the Autumn 

Home Tour and the Farm Park   

Oktoberfest.  The Sunset Maga-

zine Article about Oxnard and 

Heritage Square has increased 

our attendance on the weekends.  

If you are not already signed up 

for a time on the weekend, 

please call 483-7960.   

The Taste of the Season is De-

cember 8, from 5 to 7:30.This is 

 our biggest and most important  

Ruth Hibbard modeling 

one of her beautiful out-

fits for holiday tours. Do 

you recognize this parlor? 

 and holiday sweets.  If you are 
interested in going on the 
tour, contact Heather 483-
7960. For more information 
on Castle Green and this  
event, you can go to the web-
site www.castlegreen.com. 

 

http://www.heritagesquareoxnard.com/
http://www.castlegreen.com


On October 2, the third annual Okto-
berfest was held at the Oxnard Historic 
Farm Park.  Once again, the Friends of 
Heritage Square  contributed by guid-
ing guests through the historic Maul-
hardt farmhouse, as well as the original 
storehouse.  This year we also offered 
guests the opportunity to make butter  
and play Oxnopoly.  City council mem-
bers Carmen Ramirez and Tim Flynn 
enjoyed playing our game of Oxnard 
history. 

Downtown Oxnard was part of the foodie revolu-
tion with the launch of First Thursday's Gourmet 
Food Trucks at Heritage Square. Over 1800 atten-
dees came to the launch event Sept 1st with many 
having to visit downtown restaurants to eat with 
only six trucks serving. October 6th's 
Truck event was much more what 
was intended with about 850 atten-

dees and ten trucks serving. Cuisine's featured 
were Vietnamese, Korean, French, Indian and 
blends of all. The next two events will be Nov. 3rd 
an Dec 1st. In 2012 it will start again in April. 

O C T O B E R F E S T  A T  T H E  

F A R M P A R K  

HAPPENINGS AT THE SQUARE   

H u n d r e d s  F l o c k  t o  t h e  

S q u a r e  f o r  G o u r m e t  F o o d  

Here we are again, making our presence known as 
the best dressed group at the annual tea to support 
the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library on Octo-
ber 16.  The FOHS contributed a prize basket with 
goodies from our gift shop 
as well as a ticket to the 
upcoming  Taste of the 
Season.  FOHS hosted 4 of 
the 20 tables at the event. 

T E A   A T   T H E    L I B R A R Y 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 



There are plenty of 

opportunities to volun-

teer this holiday sea-

son at the Square.  If 

you haven’t already 

signed up  to help out 

at the events listed 

on the timeline to 

the right, it’s not too 

late!  Please call the 

office 483-7960 if 

you can help out. 

Group Tours:  

Come and show off 

all our hard work 

decorating the 

Square—both inside 

and out.  

For the holiday sea-

son, we’ve added 

the Fry-Puntenney 

house, Hartveld and 

the Petit House has 

returned for a lim-

ited engagement!  

Docents needed for 

Group Tours, 4 dates . 

Weekend Tours: 

We’ve added another 

shift to Saturday tours 

to be sure that there 

are enough docents 

for the busy holiday 

season.                    

Saturdays 10-1, 12-3 

and 1-4 and Sundays 

1-4.  Docents needed 

all weekends. 

Downtown Activities 

 See article on page 3 

on The Tree lighting 

Ceremony and how we 

can help there.  Help 

is also needed for the 

evenings of the Holly 

Trolley, greeting holi-

day frolickers, both at 

Centennial Plaza 5:45-

8:00 and at the 

Square, 6-8:30.   

FOHS Holiday Party 

Join us as we cele-

brate our annual tradi-

tion at Gary’s home   

in the Henry T. Oxnard 

Historic District.  FOHS 

will provide a baked 

ham, but we need to 

sign up for appetiz-

ers, side dishes, 

desserts and bever-

ages.   

After a sumptuous 

feast, we’ll have our 

traditional gift ex-

change .  Please 

bring a wrapped gift  

valued at approxi-

mately $15. to 

share. The party con-

tinues with a stroll 

up Christmas Tree 

Lane to enjoy the 

lights of the season.          

Please call or e-mail 

the office to RSVP: 

How many people will 

attend?  What food or 

beverage you’ll bring?   

483-7960   

OR 

heritagesquare@aol.com 

 

 Busy Holiday Season at the Square 

Holiday  

Timeline 

 December 1 Gingerbread 
Contest                       

Group Tour 11:00 

 December 2:  Christ-

mas Tree Lighting 

 December 3: Ginger-

bread Judging 

  Weekends, Dec 3-Jan 1: 
Holiday Tours—Docents 

Needed 

  Dec ember 8:             
Group Tour   10:30     

Taste of the Season   5-8 

  Dec 13-16  Holly Trolley 

Help Needed  

 December  9  Group Tour 

3:00 

 December 12  Group 

Tour 10:30 

 December 19  FOHS  

Holiday Party  
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Message from the President: 
We need EVERYONE to volunteer for 3 or 4 events this month!  



Would you like to get more in-

volved with the operations of 

the Friends of Heritage 

Square?  You might want to 

join the Board or sign up for 

another special job that inter-

ests you.   

The Board consists of 4 elected 

officers and 2 to 4 additional 

voting members. Nominations 

and elections for the 4 officers 

are coming up soon.  You can 

nominate yourself or someone 

else at the meeting, or you can 

contact anyone on the nomi-

nating committee: Flora Bea 

Stratas, Connie Korenstein or 

Diane Suskin.  If you would like 

to serve on the Board as a 

member at large, let us know. 

These positions are appointed. 
 

The Board meets once a month 

on a day before the general 

FOHS meeting.  For the past 

several years, Board meetings 

have been held during the day 

for lunch, but this can change if 

a new Board member cannot 

attend daytime meetings.   

The four officers on the Execu-

tive Board are: President, Vice 

President, Secretary and Treas-

urer. The entire Executive 

Board works closely with the 

Coordinator, but the President 

does most of the interaction. 

Additional duties are to preside 

at all meetings, appoint and 

participate in standing commit-

tees.  The Vice President is 

there to take on any duties that 

the President requests and 

takes over if the President can-

not attend a meeting.  For ex-

ample, in the past, the Vice 

President has been in charge 

of planning the educational 

portion of each meeting.  The 

Secretary takes and distributes 

minutes at all meetings and 

makes recommendations of 

other correspondence.  The 

Treasurer’s duties include col-

lecting dues, preparing monthly 

reports and final annual report, 

as well as chair the annual 

budget committee.                  

All members of the Executive 

Board are asked to contribute 

to the HS newsletter. 

 

In addition to being on the 

Board, there are other regular 

duties that FOHS members can 

help out with that don’t require 

attendance at meetings.  A 

“Sunshine” member takes on 

friendly correspondence among 

members and for the group, 

like birthday or thank you 

cards, or sending gifts.  The 

Newsletter Editor recruits and 

writes articles for the bi-

monthly publication, Heritage 

Square Gazette. Someone is 

needed as a “Memory Jogger” 

to make phone calls to mem-

bers from home reminding us 

of monthly meetings and other 

events.  Another regular posi-

tion is the Gift Shop Manager, 

whose duties are to inventory 

and order merchandise.  You 

can also volunteer to be the 

person who keeps track of 

School Tour and Outreach ma-

terials, organizing and restock-

ing after each tour or to sched-

ule docents for school tours.  
We also need a creative person 

to head up the County Fair dis-

play which is in early August. 

 

Another way to get more in-

volved with FOHS programs is 

to chair a committee. We’d like 

to have a Membership leader 

who will head up recruiting of 

new members. A standing com-

mittee is the Christmas Com-

mittee. We need someone who 

is dedicated to the season and 

is willing to head up a commit-

tee that starts the planning 

early in the year, soon after the 

previous holiday season is  

over. Within that committee, 

we need individuals to coordi-

nate the Gingerbread contest, 

the Decorating and Taste of 

the Season. Other committees 

come up during the year for spe-
cials tasks or events, like the 

Salsa Festival.  

As you can see, there are many 

ways to get more involved at 

Heritage Square, where your 

participation, energy and tal-

ents will be much appreciated! 

Page 2  

Lets find a way to fit YOUR 

talents and interests into 

FOHS activities in 2012.  

Moving Forward with FOHS in 2012 



Heritage Square Gazette 

On 2 December, Plaza Park 

will come alive with lights and 

music as the annual tree 

lighting ceremony kicks off 

the season.  FOHS presence 

is requested in Victorian 

Christmas costume to help 

pass our flyers and spread 

the word about our events.  

This is a wonderful opportu-

nity to participate in a down-

town tradition and have some 

holiday fun. 

After the tree lighting, let’s 

get together at Fresh and 

Fabulous Café, where Sam 

the Piano Man and Jack Was-

sail will be leading a Christ-

mas song sing-along, starting 

at 6:30 PM. While the Jack & 

Sam duo perform traditional 

Christmas music, (along with 

a little jazz), Mrs. Claus will 

help all the children decorate 

their own Christmas cookies!   

Magda at Fresh and Fabu-

lous, has agreed to reserve 

seating space for FOHS, but 

we need to get our reserva-

tion in ASAP.   

Please call Connie 985-9424 

or e-mail me:                      

conniek22@roadrunner.com 

if you want to  join us for 

singing, fun and great food at  

this Fresh & Fabulous annual 

tradition, 6:30pm to 9pm. 

Ingredients:  

One bottle (750 mL) of red wine 

(suggestions: Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Zinfandel, Merlot)  

One peeled and sliced orange (keep 

peel to add zest to taste into cooking 

pot)  

1/4 cup of brandy  

8-10 cloves  

2/3 cup honey or sugar  

3 cinnamon sticks  

1 tsp fresh or 2 tsp ground ginger 

(allspice can be substituted)  

Serves 4-6 

When winter weather swirls in, 

nothing could be cozier than a 

toasty mug of mulled wine. 

Mulled win is a traditional holi-

day treat in many Old World 

countries. Mulled wines have 

been warming people for cen-

turies, they are wines that have 

been sweetened, spiced and 

slightly heated .  

 

 

 

Page 3 

Light Up the Town! 

Don’t miss this fantastic holiday event! 

Recipe for the Season:  

Mulled Wine 

To make the perfect cup of mulled 
wine, combine all ingredients in 

either a large pot or a slow cooker. 

Gently warm the ingredients on low 
to medium heat (avoid boiling), for 

20-25 minutes. Stir occasionally to 
make sure that the honey or sugar 

has completely dissolved. When the 
wine is steaming and the ingredi-

ents have been well blended it is 

ready to serve. Ladle the mulled 
wine into mugs (leave seasonings 

behind) and enjoy! 
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